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Town Hall
Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 7AE

To 
Members of Southport Area Committee

Date: 2 January 2018
Our Ref: SAC061217PFRES
Your Ref:

Contact: Ruth Appleby
Contact Number: 0151 934 2181
Fax No: 0151 934 2034
e-mail:    ruth.appleby@sefton.gov.uk

Dear Councillor / Advisory Group Member

SOUTHPORT AREA COMMITTEE - WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER, 2017

I refer to the agenda for the above meeting and now enclose copies of Officer’s responses 
to Public Forum Questions which were unavailable at the time of the meeting.

Agenda No. Item
 

5b Howard Clarkson - Beach Priory Gardens Petition  (Pages 3 - 4)

5c Maureen I'Anson - Beechfield Gardens Petition  (Pages 5 - 6)

5h Mark Uglietti - Petition about the Cleanliness of North Promenade  (Pages 7 - 8)

5i Haydn Wood - Question about Litter and Dog Fouling and General Condition of 
Marine Lake North  (Pages 9 - 10)

5j Mary Pointon - Condition of Leo's Bar building in Neville Street  (Pages 11 - 12)

Yours faithfully,

Ruth Appleby

Democratic Services

Public Document Pack
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From: Dave Marrin 
Sent: 19 December 2017 16:39
To: HOWARD CLARKSON
Cc: Ruth Appleby
Subject: RE: Petition - Beach Priory Gardens

Dear Mr Clarkson,

Further to the email below we have now had further opportunity to consider the petition you 
submitted to the Southport Area Committee, which in its amended form asked the council to 
consider:

“ Facilities such as a full Car Parking Permit for residents of Beach Priory Gardens and their friends/ 
families to park here outside their homes during Seasonal Events such as the Southport Flower Show, 
Southport Air Show, etc; general improvements to the streetscape including the Gate entrance on 
Lord Street West”

Dealing with parking for events, the Council currently has a moratorium on the introduction of new 
residents privileged parking schemes and as this would include any temporary schemes for events, I 
am afraid that this proposal is not something we could consider at this time . Consequently, we are 
unable to meet with this request. As an alternative, we would be prepared to provide signs at the 
end of Beach Priory Gardens which would indicate “Residents Parking Please Park Legally – Tow 
Away in Operation”. Whilst  I must stress that these signs have no legal backing, so cannot be 
enforced, I can confirm that they were used with some success around Royal Birkdale when the 
Open Golf Championship was taking place and that the majority of drivers respected the signs and 
did not park. If the signs were provided then the other temporary restrictions which normally apply 
to the road would not be in place. Please let me know if the residents would like us to trial these 
signs during the 2018 events programme.

With regards to the streetscape, I understand that the residents have now agreed to take over the 
maintenance of the gates and pergola onto Lord Street West. If there are any other issues around 
streetscape then if you could give me some specific details of these, then I could get colleagues to 
consider these and respond in due course.

Regards

Dave Marrin
Manager – Highways Management
Sefton Council
Email – Dave.marrin@sefton.gov.uk
Tel – 0151 934 4295
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From: Dave Marrin 
Sent: 21 December 2017 14:39
To: MAUREEN I’ANSON
Cc: Ruth Appleby
Subject: RE: Petition - Rotten Row

Dear Mrs I’Anson

Further to the meeting of the Area Committee when I committed to get back to you with a response 
to the points raised in the petition, I am now able to update you on some, but not all the points you 
have raised, which were:

“Structural Integrity of the Steps” – The steps are inspected by our Highway Inspectors on a  regular 
basis and they have confirmed that they have no concerns about the integrity of the steps which 
lead down to Rotten Row from Beechfield Gardens.

“More Regular Grass Cutting of the Grass Embankments” – I have asked colleagues in Landscape 
Services for a comment on this request and will get this to you as soon as I receive it after the 
Christmas shutdown.

“The Smoothening of a noticeable dip in situated along the carriageway” – The carriageway of 
Rotten Row has been inspected and not defects that required action were identified.

“Entry / exit of Victoria Park once again to the general public throughout the year” – I understand 
that this relates to the gate from Rotten Row into the park situated between the Ho Lee Chow 
entrance and the Duke Street entrance and almost opposite the steps down from Beechfield 
Gardens. I have contacted the Flower Show Company to ask them to consider opening the gate at 
the same times as the other gates are opened and will contact you again once I have received a reply 
from the flower show company.

Whilst not contained in the header sheets for the petition, a number of respondents did mention 
that they felt that a hand rail should be provided for the steps. I have made enquiries with 
colleagues in Transport & Highways Infrastructure and they have confirmed that there is no budget 
provision for the erection of such a rail and consequently they cannot progress this request.

I trust that this explains the current position and I will get back to you when I have further 
information

Regards

Dave Marrin
Manager – Highways Management
Sefton Council
0151 934 4295

Page 5

Agenda Item 5c



This page is intentionally left blank



Investment & Employment
Southport Town Hall
Lord Street
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 1DA

www.sefton.gov.uk

Mark Uglietti
Date: 21 12 2017

Please contact: Mark Catherall
Contact no: 0151 934 2315
Fax no: 0151 934 2326
E-mail: mark.catherall@sefton.gov.uk

Dear Mr Uglietti

Marine Lake – Cleansing 

The cleanliness around Southport’s marine Lake is a two prong approach. Sefton’s Cleansing 
Department has the responsibility for the seafront’s parks, gardens and hard standing areas, all of 
which are cleaned on a daily basis. 

The lake (water) is cleaned by the Marine Lake concessionaire as required, obviously the number of 
times its cleaned increases during the summer months, as the number of visitors increases the 
amount of litter discarded on the ground also increases. As the lake is the lowest point on the 
seafront it acts as a sump and collets litter discarded by the public. 

Swan faeces around the lake revetment is removed at the start, middle and end of the summer 
season Easter – end of September), it is a costly exercise and has little effect as within days of 
cleaning the area the swans do what comes naturally and undo all of our hard and costly work. 

We take the cleanliness of Southport seafront very seriously and will continue to maintain it to the 
highest possible standards with the recourses available to us.  

As an addition to the above I understand additional funding may be forthcoming to undertake an 
additional cleansing regime.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to give me a call.

Kind regards

Mark Catherall
Service Manager - Tourism
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Investment & Employment
Southport Town Hall
Lord Street
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 1DA

www.sefton.gov.uk

Haydon Wood
Date: 21 12 2017

Please contact: Mark Catherall
Contact no: 0151 934 2315
Fax no: 0151 934 2326
E-mail: mark.catherall@sefton.gov.uk

Dear Mr Wood

Marine Lake – Cleansing 

Many thanks for bringing the issue to our attention; we will look at the area in question to see if any 
operational issues exist.  The area is subject to a cleansing regime which ‘should’ keep on top of 
most of the problems; cleansing staff visit regularly (as per schedule) and remove dog mess and 
detritus blown off the lake in windy conditions when the waves overlap the path, staff will again be 
reminded of the problems that persist. 

Enforcement colleagues have also been notified of the problems in this area and we would also ask 
users of the area to report any incidents where dog mess is left by dog walkers so that the Council 
can target either individuals or specific time periods where the problems occur.

Swan faeces around the lake revetment is removed at the start, middle and end of the summer 
season Easter – end of September), it is a costly exercise and has little effect as within days of 
cleaning the area the swans do what comes naturally and undo all of our hard and costly work. Our 
cause isn’t helped by the public feeding them, encouraging the swans to stay in one area of the lake 
thus compounding the problem.

However I understand additional funding may have been found to undertake an extra power wash of 
the lake edge, on top of this we will continue our cycle of jet washing to ensure the lake area looks its 
best for visitors and residents. 

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to give me a call.

Kind regards

Mark Catherall
Service Manager - Tourism
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From: Daniel Byron 
Sent: 19 December 2017 15:22
To: MARY POINTON
Cc: Ruth Appleby; Ian Berrington; Stuart Barnes
Subject: Southport Area Committee 6 December 2017

Dear Mary,

In answer to your 2 questions at Southport Area Committee I can reply as follows:

Lord St as we know is also a conservation area, can anyone tell me when the Victorian Verandahs 
are to be replaced from the corner of Nevill ST and Lord St where the new restaurant is.

The 20th Century Verandah to the front and side of Bistrot Pierre at 377-385 Lord Street is currently being 
repaired off site and will be reintroduced at the end of January 2018.

There has been fencing around the building that is called Leos on Neville St for over 6 months. 
When it is windy the fencing falls over, as in the recent winds we have had. The fabric of the 
building is very fragile and pieces keep falling off. I am surprised that  an enforcement notice has 
not been put on the Landlord to repair the building and to make it safe especially for people 
walking past. As it is now part of the Promenade Conservation Area it is high time the Council did 
something to get this building repaired.

Ian Berrington  Building Control has provided the response below:

On the 23rd September 2017, the Council was informed that sections of external render had fallen 
from the upper floors of Leo’s Bar onto the adjacent Nevill Street pavement. 
A Building Control Officer attended site that same day and made arrangements for temporary 
barriers to be installed - in order to protect members of the public from any remaining loose debris. 
At the time, it was agreed with the building owner and the pub tenant, that as long as the temporary 
barriers remained, the public could continue accessing the building.

In order to establish a more long-term solution, the Councils Structural Engineer was asked to make 
a structural appraisal of the building and this work was carried out on 5th September 2017. That 
report confirmed that although the building superstructure itself is sound, loose sections of render 
remain and significant (and costly) re-rendering works will be required. The report also contained a 
number of suggested intermediate solutions such as the provision of scaffold supported-netting and 
or a debris skirt etc.

Since then, the Councils emergency works contractor was consulted (along with a specialist scaffold 
company), in order to explore in detail, the various technical solutions available. However, it has 
become apparent that the initial options being put forward would incur significant scaffold hire and 
scaffold permit charges that would initially be incurred by the Council – and then be passed on to 
the building owner. 

Further technical solutions are currently being explored with a number of specialist contractors, but 
as the building is in a conservation area, has a commercial business in operation on the ground floor, 
located on a busy road and is occupied by a tenant on the upper floor, any applied treatment would 
have to be cognisant of all of those elements.

In addition, Officers are mindful that the potential cost of any remedial works could run to many 
thousands of pounds and whatever course of action is applied, the Council is mindful that it may 
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have to carry out the works in default as it appears that the building owner may be unable to fund 
these. 

It is hoped that a permanent solution can be arrived at, but in the meantime, the temporary barriers 
will remain in place in order to ensure continued public safety.  

I hope this information helps, if you have any more queries then please let me know.

Regards,

Daniel

Daniel Byron
Principal Planning Officer (Conservation & Heritage)
Sefton MBC
Planning Services
Magdalen House, 30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
daniel.byron@sefton.gov.uk
Tel: 0345 140 0845 (option 4)

If you are looking to develop in Sefton please contact Planning Services for professional support and 
advice via our Development Management and Building Control services on 
planning.department@sefton.gov.uk or building@sefton.gov.uk
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